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By: MalakaiMaumalanga
Adult FriendsFor Youth

MasterPractitioner

Chairmanandmembersof theCity Council,my nameis MalakaiMaumalangaandI am
theMasterPractitionerat Adult Friendsfor Youth. BeforeI becamea staffmember,I
wasaclientwho got involved with gangsat theageofeight. This partofmy life tookme
on a journeythat leadmeto prisonfacinglife withoutparole.Manyadultsin my life had
givenup on me,includingmy family. But Adult Friendsfor Youthdid not. Throughtheir
therapyandsupportI slowly becameaproductivememberof society.It is this journey
that allowedmeto seeand feel thechallengingissuesthatI havefaced.Yet thirteenyears
later I seethesamedilemma,emotions,andissuesamongsttheclientsthatwe service.Its
like lookingin themirror with the only differenceis that I’m no longerapartof the
problem,but trying to beapartofthesolution.

Currentlyweareservicing23 groups,acrossOahu,with about422 clientsperweek.
About eightypercentof ourclientpopulationservicedhaveaveryviolent mentalityand
violentbehavior.Yet weareverysuccessfulin changingtheseyoungmenandwomen
around.Thesefundsgoesalongway in providingdirect serviceto changeandredirect
thesenegativebehaviors.I do notwant to imaginehowthecommunitywould look like if
eightypercentofmy clientsdid not get theright servicesto addresstheirneeds.

All thesocialservicesagenciesheretodayprovidean essentialserviceto our
communitiesandclient populationserved.I humblyaskthatyou supportBill 11 CD2
with its Amendmentsfor Adult FriendsForYouth so thatwecancontinueto provide
servicesso that ouryouthbecomeproductivemembersofsociety.
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